
Track your progress either online in hcls.readsquared.com 

or here. Missions and activities may be completed in any 

order. Reading may be substituted for any activity.

June 1: Mission 1 

q Ages 11-17: Time Capsule 

Put together a time capsule. Add in photos, notes and other 

things you did while staying at home. Don’t open it for 

years! 

q Ages 11-13: Paper challenge

Build paper airplanes with your family and challenge them 

to a fly-off! 

q Ages 11-13: Cook This!

Find a new recipe and make it for your family! 

q Ages 14-17: To Read or Not to Read?  

Not sure what to read? Browse the awesome teen titles and 

descriptions on TeenBookCloud at hclibrary.org. 

q Ages 14-17: Interactive Science 

Bring biology, chemistry, earth, and space science to life, by 

using the Interactive Science tool at hclibrary.org.  

June 1: Mission 2 

q  Ages 11-17: Stay Fit 

Take a walk. Bring a ball to throw around while walking or 

do 10 squats for every block you walk. 

q  Ages 11-13: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

What can you do with a plastic bag? Make something new 

to recycle your own bags and improve the environment. 

q  Ages 11-13: Downloadable Fun 

Check out a book or watch a video on TumbleBookCloud 

Junior at hclibrary.org. 

q  Ages 14-17:  Craft, Re-create & Re-imagine 

Find your favorite book at home and re-create the cover 

using any available craft supplies. Collage, draw, or paint. 

Don’t forget to sign your new work of art. 

q  Ages 14-17:  Journal it! 

Keep a daily journal of your activities and feelings. 

June 8: Mission 3

q Ages 11-17: Mindfulness 

Find a way to meditate and practice mindfulness. 

q Ages 11-13: Explore Animals

Create a virtual safari scavenger hunt and challenge yourself 

to find zoo cam videos of your favorite animals. 

q Ages 11-13: Expand Your Memory

Find a favorite poem and memorize it. Recite it to family 

members or your pet! 

q Ages 14-17: Community Action 

On your next neighborhood walk, bring a bag to pick up any 

trash and dispose of it properly. Help keep our community 

beautiful for all to enjoy. 

q Ages 14-17: Explore Science 

Take a virtual field trip to discover the science and 

technologies used to create new medication. Do the careers 

match your interests? 

June 15: Mission 4  

q Ages 11-17: Family Meals 

Learn to be a chef and cook tasty meals with your family.  

q Ages 11-13: Connect to the Past 

Interview a relative by phone or virtual chat to learn their 

story.  

q Ages 11-13: Music and Dance 

Using your favorite social media platform, teach yourself a 

new dance, such as Michael Jackson’s Thriller. 

q Ages 14-17: Self-Care Aware 

Find a quiet spot outdoors, sit down on a blanket, and listen 

to a genre of music you’ve never explored. Go to hclibrary.org 

HCLS Now! Stream. 

q Ages 14-17: Family Genealogy 

Learn some of your family’s stories by exploring hclibrary.

org, HCLS Now! > Learn,  and search for Genealogy Research. 

Share the stories with friends and family. 

 

Missions: Ages 11-17
Imagine Your Story



Track your progress either online in hcls.readsquared.com or 

here. Missions and activities may be completed in any order. 

Reading may be substituted for any activity.

June 22: Mission 5  

q  Ages 11-17: Craft, Re-create & Re-imagine

Find a funny online image and re-create it with your family 

using household items. Share it with friends and family. 

q  Ages 11-13: Magic 

Explore the wizarding world of Harry Potter at hclibrary.org  

or search online for more magic. 

q  Ages 11-13: Play Time

Play some retro games for free online, or ask an adult in the 

house what video games they used to play. 

q  Ages 14-17: Cook This! 

Brew some fancy coffee or tea drinks and enjoy them while 

virtually visiting friends. 

q  Ages 14-17: Craft, Re-create & Re-imagine 

Dig up some jeans you never wear and recycle them into 

something new, like a unique book cover or a tote bag. 

June 29: Mission 6 

q   Ages 11-17: Neighbor Notes 

Write and decorate little notes to cheer up your neighbors. 

Leave them in mailboxes for a nice surprise. 

q   Ages 11-13: Nature Journal 

Keep a daily observation journal of the living creatures you 

see outside, research facts about them and draw them too! 

q   Ages 11-13: Graphic Novels Online 

Get your graphic novel fix online at hclibrary.org. Search for 

TeenBookCloud in HCLS Now!. 

q   Ages 14-17: MD Driving Test Practice 

Now is the perfect time to practice for your driver’s license 

test online at hclibrary.org HCLS NOW! Learn online classes. 

q   Ages 14-17: Paint N Create

Collect random stuff from your home that your family does 

not want or need. Paint it to create something new. 

July 6: Mission 7 

q Ages 11-17:  Attitude of Gratitude 

Is there someone special you want to give a virtual shout-out 

to? Snap a photo of yourself with a ‘Thank you’ sign and send 

it to your family and friends. 

q Ages 11-13: Play Time 

Watch a random sporting event or game show on TV or online 

with a family member. Make it interesting by guessing who is 

going to win. 

q Ages 11-13: Community Action 

Create and post a sign outside your home or in your window 

showing support for caregivers, first responders, and 

everyone helping others stay safe. 

q Ages 14-17: Wanted: Film Fans

Are you a movie buff? Check out Kanopy at hclibrary.org. 

Kanopy contains more than 30,000 free films. 

q Ages 14-17: Craft, Re-create & Re-imagine 

Choose a piece of art to recreate. Have several friends or 

family recreate a different part of the art. When you are 

finished, share your work and put it all together to show your 

reimagined art piece. 

July 13: Mission 8 

q   Ages 11-17: Stay Fit 

Gather your family and have a water balloon toss. Add some 

challenges for a fun competition. 

q   Ages 11-13: Frightening Fiction

Read some of Edgar Allen Poe’s short stories available at 

hclibrary.org. Try a downloadable audiobook or eBook. 

q   Ages 11-13: Connect with Letterboxing

Create a story and puzzle, then leave handwritten cards, 

maps, and clues in a neighbor’s mailboxes for them to hunt 

for the rest of the story or puzzle. 

q   Ages 14-17: Weird Science 

Did you ever bake ice cream? Look for a recipe and make 

something new. Check hclibrary.org HCLS Now! 

q   Ages 14-17: Community Action 

Create a website or Facebook group page or other virtual 

meeting place for your neighbors to connect and share 

resources and skill sets. 

 

Missions: Ages 11-17
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Track your progress either online in hcls.readsquared.com or 

here. Missions and activities may be completed in any order. 

Reading may be substituted for any activity.

July 20:  Mission 9 

q Ages 11-17: Coding 

Teach yourself coding by reading a book or taking a class at 

HiTech, hclibrary.org/hitech_events. 

q Ages 11-13: Attitude of Gratitude 

Take the time to thank a service worker such as a grocery 

store worker or mail carrier for all they do. 

q Ages 11-13: Bird Watching 

Learn what birds live in your area. Wake up early to go bird 

watching in your backyard or neighborhood and list the birds 

you see. Go to hclibrary.org HCLS Now! Learn. 

q Ages 14-17: Test Prep Steps 

Are you preparing to take the SAT? Get ready by using free 

online test prep resources at hclibrary.org.  

q Ages 14-17: Tech Time-out 

Can you go 24 hours without any screen time? Take a tech 

time-out. No texting, screening, or status updating for one 

whole day. When your time is up, reflect on your experience. 

July 27:  Mission 10 

q Ages 11-17: Keep in Touch 

Design your own stationery and write a letter to a friend or 

family member. 

q Ages 11-13: Stay Fit 

Press play on your favorite playlist and kick off an indoor 

dance party. Solo or family dance competitions are welcome. 

q Ages 11-13: Stay Cool 

Invent a recipe for a cool summer drink. Write it on a recipe 

card. Serve the drink to your family. 

q Ages 14-17: Enjoy Nature

Pick wildflowers and press them between the pages of a 

heavy book until the end of summer. 

q Ages 14-17: Word Game 

Think of the softest animal or the oldest item you’ve ever 

touched. Write a poem about it, but don’t use the words soft 

or old. 

August 3: Mission 11 

q Ages 11-17: Moon Observations 

Go outside and observe the moon with your family. Write 

down or discuss your observations. 

q Ages 11-13: Scavenger Hunt 

On your next neighborhood walk, task yourself in finding 

items in nature that are unique to summer. 

q Ages 11-13: The Great Outdoors 

Camp out in your backyard, patio, or porch. Set up a real or 

play tent or create a fantasy fort. Tell scary stories, make 

shadow puppets with a flashlight, catch fireflies, or just 

stargaze as you spend the night surrounded by nature. 

q Ages 14-17: College, Here I Come! 

College bound? Get started on preparing your college essay. 

Find help at hclibrary.org HCLS Now! Research. 

q Ages 14-17: The Truth is Out There

The first UFO was reported in 1947. Read a science fiction 

book at hclibrary.org. 

August 10: Mission 12 

q Ages 11-17: Family Stories 

Ask a grandparent or a much older friend to tell you a story 

about his or her childhood. Write it down and collect more 

stories from the past. 

q Ages 11-13: Shorts 

Read a collection of short stories. Did you find a favorite 

author? Look for other books by that author at hclibrary.org. 

q Ages 11-13: Staycation 

Plan your perfect staycation with your family. What activities 

would you like to do? What food would you like to eat? Then 

go on vacation and put your plan to the test. 

q Ages 14-17: Round Robin Story 

Start a story with a sentence. Then pass it to your friends or 

family. Each person will write a sentence. How long can your 

group keep the story going? 

q Ages 14-17: Persuade Me 

Persuade a friend or family member to read your favorite 

book by creating the most compelling book review. 

Missions: Ages 11-17
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August 17: Mission 13 

q Ages 11-17: Self-Care 

Get creative and give yourself a new inventive hairstyle. 

q Ages 11-13: Harry Potter 

Happy Birthday, Harry Potter! Celebrate by creating a 

costume and a character for the wizarding world. 

q Ages 11-13: Play Time 

Play a mini game or create your own. Check out the mini 

games on hcls.readsquared.com. 

q Ages 14-17: Escape the House 

Create or play an escape room game with family or friends 

online or in your home. 

q Ages 14-17: Dare to Design 

Level up your bedroom style. Clean thoroughly, then 

rearrange the big and small pieces in your room. Hang art 

from the ceiling. Make your own lamp. 

August 24: Mission 14 

q Ages 11-17: Best Self 

Design your best life by creating a bucket list of experiences, 

and achievements you wish to accomplish. 

q Ages 11-13: Look Back 

Think about your summer activities and the books you’ve 

read. List your favorites and ask your family what they 

enjoyed most this summer. 

q Ages 11-13: Cloud Gazing

Find a spot of grass, sit back, and watch the clouds go by. Can 

you find different shapes in the clouds - a dog? an elephant? a 

castle? Create a story based on the shapes you see. 

q Ages 14-17: Taste of Summer 

Visit a Howard County farmers market, a grocery store 

produce section, or a ‘Pick Your Own’ farm. Pick your favorite 

summer produce and create a tasty end of summer feast for 

you and your family. 

q Ages 14-17: Future Plans 

Make a list of colleges you might apply to in the future. Visit 

their websites and take a virtual tour. 
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